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BAPTIST CHURCHES" 


Aifembie SALISBURY, May go and’gi, +08. 


important Doftrines of three equal: Perforis® 
odbead eternal and }petional Election; original." 
particular, free Juftifiation by” the, 
mppted of Chrifs s¢ficacious Graeec. in. 
Sgeperation ; the Perfeverance, of, Believers 3. 
Order, of the. 


}Mappinels of the Righteous. abd. everiaft 


Churches, inViolably- 
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We have .through .a kind Providence. been: brevet toge- 


ther in fafety, at the appointed place and time, and having 


obtained help of God, we continue to this day. May the 


Sertiments of gretitude fill every heart. and the lansu.ge of gra- 


titude employ 04 tongue, (viz.) lam unfpeakably obliged, 
what returns fhall I make? Let every thing that-hath breath 
praife the Lord! | 


We have again been favoured with one of the genes 

rivileges out of heaven; that of having, as we truft, holy 
intercourfe with the Lord, Having him to {peak to us, by 
his word, and fpirit; and ourfelves permitted to {peak to 
him, in prayer, and praife, Lord how delightful ’tis to fee, 
a whole afiembly worfhip thee; at.once they fing at once 
they pray, they hear of heaven and learn the way. 


We have received, and as we hope in fome meafure felt, 
‘your aff-@ionate Letters, addréffed ‘to us; containing your 
checkered experience in paft time, and your mingled hopes 
and fears as to’time. to come. Your tribulations from the 
world, and your peace from Chrift.’ The Chriftian pilgrim 
in his way’ to’ mount’ Zion above, muft expeé& to*travel 
through Vales of tears, as well as on the deleftable mountains 
oP holy joy—We thank you for your prayers, and we hope 
they have’been anfwered in our religious enjoyments, = 


Some of your Letters inform_us pf confiderable additions 
this.year; and others {peak of removals without additions, 
We an that thofe churches to which additions have been 
made, will acknowledge with thankfulnefs the power and 
henefit of divine! influence:,in the converfion of loft finners 
among them confider it as\an encouragement to per- 
fevere in the ufe of thedtited means of ‘grace. We fhould 


both lay by the and Took forthe angel, 


Where no: additions have been made; ‘we hope the mem- 
bers of fuch churches will rejoite in the profperity of others, 
as the glory of God, in the falvation of fouls, is the great end 
of all worthipowherever it ©) 


Where Churches have had no increafe of their numbers, 
it behoves the members notwithftand:ng, to be refigned to 
the will of the allwifé and foveréign Difpdfer ‘of all events, 
who worketh all thirigs after‘the ctunfel-of his own will ; 
but it alfo becomes*them to engiiife whether any antifcriptii- 
tal errors: have ‘been’ imbibed, of ‘grofs immoralities con- 
nived at, asthe Achan in the campy Which hath provoked 
ev” the 
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the Lord to withold his bleffings If upon examination n thefe 
errors in doétrine or practice are difcovered, reformation 
fhould be refolved on; and a revival of all negleéted rel 
gion earneitly requefted of him, who alone can fucceed hid 
own" appointments, When the Lord hideth his face we 
ought to be troubled, 


Where churches and minifters are reunited after fome 
abfence from each other, we recommended a total oblivion 
of the former occafions of difference; ‘and watchfulnefs a- 
gainft the returns of thofe fources of uneafinels, Perfons 
who are going to a world of everlafting Rg and love, 
fhould take care that.they fall not out by the way.—Peace- 
makers are called the children of God, but peace breakers 
may be called the children of the wicked one, 


The Lord, in whofe hand is our breath, has this yearre- 
moved various. ufeful perfons from our churches by death, 
‘ly’ the valbabte yoke-fellow of our dear b other, 

ith whofe church We are now affémbled. He gave them 
fo us, and’ he. had’ an undoubted right to take’ them awa 
frdin lis, And while ‘we latfient the churches lofs in theit 
temovals, we wifh to'think with pleafure of the happy ex 
change which our deceafed” chriftian friends “have made, 
leaving this world of fin and forrow, for another of holinefs 


joy ; for as is i in a Yécent: publication,’ of 


Such are not loft; but before, 


Where fin and forrow are.no more.” 


b ay’ we be followers of them, who through faith and as 
licence, are, gone to. inherit the promifes; and may Zion’s 


King prepare incline others honourably to she 
vacant feats in his.church! 


others havé beeri removed from’ the by 
excommunication ;| who, ‘having ceaféd to watch and’ pray 

again {t ‘temptation, Have. léafnt ‘by’ painful’ experiente 
faith: ‘of “Mr, Gurnal’§’ obfervation, that Satan lets down 
finnérs;" t6 the: loweft ‘depths’ of fini” by “winding ftairs; 
whereby they can fee next*ftep { whereas; were they 
to'fee from ‘top the at’ ‘ofice, fears; they* 
frightehed bath frjm defending t ie hotrid gulph 
with | 2193191 Wo] Re 
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~ © how much better were it,” {ays one, “+ for a man to 


‘put himfelf.to fhame at the bar of his own confcience, and 


luth in his clofet, before the all-feeing God; than negle& 
this duty, till, fome bold temptation, coinciding with fome 
fordid and ungovernable paffion, puts him to fhame before 
the world !” 


‘« When Peter thought thereon he wept, 
Smote by that eye that looks on me, 
That looks on all."— 


May the compalfionate Saviour of the chief of finners, 
turn and look repentance into. thefe unhappy perfons ; and 
then fay to each of them * Neither do I condemn thee, go 
and fin m0 more.” far So.) 


In oyr letter to you this year, we can inform you of no 
divine truth, or chriftian duty, than what our paift letters 
contain ; nor can we urge your regard to the truth or duty 
any better motives, than what have been often mentioned 

in our former. addreffes to you. In our laft year’s letter you 
were reminded of your folemn and voluntary profeflion of 
faith in.the Redeemer, the principles you have embraced 
pnd avowed, the. privileges you enjoy as Chriftians, and as 
roteftant Diffenters ; and your etactead obligations to an 
holy and exemplary praftice.—And we earneltly recommend 
to you an attentive perufal of that letter. again, as what in 
Our Opinion, contains ideas of the greateft importance, both 
as to religious feritiments” and pra€tice. ‘Though we would 
have it always remembered, that. ’tis the written word of 
God alone that is in religion the unerring rule of faith and 
practice ; nor would ‘we ‘wifh you to regard any thing we 
write or fay any farther that-you believe it to agree with di- 
vine revelation. Perhaps you feldom fee on your Tables, at 
Mealtime, any fort of Food, but what you ‘have feen there 
before ;.and yet this neither leflens your pleafure at the fight 
of/it, nor your, nourifhment from. it after you have partook 
of it. Ifitis fuch kind of food as, the God ot Providence 
hath appointed and made proper for adminiftring , nourifh- 
ment to Man, .and you,come to-your tables with hungry 
appetities, tho’ you may, have made many meal on the fame 
kind of food, yet.you agaio fitydgwn to eat with renewed 
delight and benefit. So, though our letters have no new 
matter or motives in them, yet if they contain what the wee 
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‘of grace hath provided for the food of the foul; and you 
come to fit down to read them with hungrings after the bread 
of life, perhaps the repaft may be as pleafing and nourifhing 

as if fome new difh could be fet before you. The old faying 
is “ Hunger is the beft fauce,” for to the hungry man every 
bitter thing is fweet. While you read this letter, or any 
other writing, or are hearing any difcourfe, endeavour to 
imitate the celebrated Mrs. Row, who faid once, when goin 
to hear a preacher whofe fentiments did not exaétly ‘anda 
with her own, “ 1 will now endeavour to do as the fowls at 
the barn door ; pick up the corn and leave the ftraw.” A wife 
refolution !—Some perfons, when hearing fermons, or read- 
ing books, pick up the ftraw, and leave the corn ; but fuch 

‘perfons, {pend their money for that which is not bread, and 

their labour for that which fatisfieth not. 


Perfons, before they fit down to eat, except it be at the 
table of an Athieft, crave a divine bleffing on their food ; fo 
before you read this, or any other writing on religious fub- 
je&s, you fhould afk a divine bleffing on it, that you may 
afrefh relifh old fcripture truths, and find them to be the 
joy and rejoicing of your hearts. 


A falvation fuitable, adequate, and endlefs; as contrived, 
carried_on, and compleated, by the fovereign, boundlefs, and 
inexhauftible grace of God in Chrift, for the chief of finners, 
is uncloying food to hungry ftarving fouls; and they who 
hunger and thirft forit fhall be filled. This is food which is 
fit for immediate ufe, and free to every coming gueft. Come, 
for all things are now ready. It wasa faving of the late ex- 
_ cellent Mr. Hervey, * Let no day pafs without writing a 
4 line, and let no.line be written without faying fomething 
of Chrift.” | 
A fermon, without Chrift, to a diftreffled finner ; is like an 
empty table, to an hungry man : difappointing. and provok- 
_ing. Andon the other hand, a fermon, full of Chrift, toa 
felf-righteous Pharifee ; is ikea well-{fpread table, to a fick 
man, who becomes the ficker for the fight and{mell of the food. 


- Dear Saviour let thy beauties be, 
foul’s eternal food, 

And grace command my heart away, , 

From all created good. 
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that they al 


“and they are fuch, who are enabled to 
~ God, and chufe him as their chief good, 
29. Lam, iii. 24.—To commune with God, perhaps, is, to 
~ receive difcoveries, impreffions, and gracious communica- 
‘tions from God; and to contemplate, love, praife, fubmit 


Ty to him. | 


(6). 


It'is of the utmoft importance to us, that our chief end or 


‘defign, in whatever we do, fhould be good: for nothing can 


yield us any pleafure in refle€tion, but what is undertaken 
with a good intention.—A good man, when dying, once 


 faid, “1 ie ae of all my time, except what I have {pent in 


honouring God, and doing good,”—And lately, a tremblin 

finner, a Tittle before his death, when an attendant offered | 
to adjuft his pillow, exclaimed, “ Mine is a thorny pillow |’’ 
And, if we would not fill our dying pillows with thorns ; 


«we fhould each one of us often fay to himfelf, ““ Am I now 


purfuing the chief end of man ?” Which, as all confefs, is, 


.“ To glorify God and to enjoy him for ever.” 


To glorify God, as divines fay, is to exercife and exprefs 
a fenfe of his excellencies. And to enjoy God, is to know 
that God is ours, and to hold communion with him, | 


God poffeffes infinite excellencies, which appear in his 
word and works.,—All God’s works praife him, but in the 
falvation of finners by Chrift, he difcovers his greateft glo- 
ries, as Dr, Watts fays, God in the Perfon of his Son, Tis 
all his mightieft works outdone. 


’ "Tis man’s bufinefs to exercife in himfelf a fenfe of thefe di- 


vine excellencies, and to returnfuch emotions of mind toward 


God, as are {uitable tothe difcéveries he makes of himfelf. And 
a8 man fhould take notice of God himfelf, fo he fhould en- 


deavour, relying on divine affiftance, to fhow God to others ; 
o might know and wortfhip him, 


To enjoy God is, as above, to know that God is ours, is 
that all his perfeétion, are engaged to make us bleft, and to 
have communion with him. God in Covenant, in Chrift, 
gives himfelf to his people to be their God, Heb. viii. 10; 

ive themfelves to 
Pt. cx. 3. Prov, viii. 


to, obey, truft, &c. through a Mediator as revealed in his 
word, 

As finners we have forfeited God's favor, and are expof- — 
ed to all the awful.effe&s of his difpleafure, and as finful or 
depraved, we are averfe to God, and inclined to a& contra- 


Sin 
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“Sins violation ‘of God's law, which is holy, and 
ood. ’Tisalfo an Oppofition to the beft of Beings and our 
ft friend —And “tis a devoting our powers, which God 
gave us, to the vileft purpofes; entirely contrary to the end, 
r which we received them, The work of fin, as well as the 
wages of it, 16 death, i.c, the ablence of pleafure, and the 


prefence of pain or mifery, 


As finners.we are haters of God, Rom. i. go. Hatred is 
{uppofed to be made up of difelteem and ill-will; and a fine 
ner as fuch difefteems God, and bears ill-will towards 
him. He does not fo much as like to think of God, Pf. x, 4. 
and this hatred of God would in its tendency for ever keep 
the foul from God ; for hatred feparates objeéts, whereas love 
attraéts. them.—And this averfion to God, unfits us for. his 
fervice and worfhip, and prompts us to any thing rather than 
to draw nigh to him, ) 


The word of God alone informs us how our great and 
endlefs mifery, which we deferve ; 18 prevented, (viz ) A 
Chrift’s dying for our fins and fo redeeming us from the curfe 
of the law, and delivering usfrom wrath tocome. And the 
divine word alfo informs us how the finful propenfities of our 
nature are checked, and how contrary propenfities are pro- 
duced within us, ie) by the gracious operations of the 
Holy Spirit, in and upon our minds, called, convincing us, 
of in, and helping us to mortify it; by fhowing us the 
things of Chrift, and enabling us to believe in him, Gal v.22, 
and by leading us into all neceffary truth, fo as thereby to 
transform us into the divine image, and fo making us meet | 


for heaven, John xvi, 13—2 Cor, iii, 18. 


- Study then, the precious bible where alone finful man can 
learn how he may hope'to be happy for ever. . The holinefs 
of the contents of the bible; the prediétions of contingent; 

events. the miracles which its infpired authors wrought ;. and; 
its holy effe&ts on the human mind; are among the proofs 
of its'being a Revelation’ from Heaven, And as.God hath 
given his word to the world, ’tis every perfons high duty to 
receive it with gratitude; and to endeavour to find out the 

Lérd’s meaning in if. And it is oppofing God, and doing 
men a great injury, to keep the bible! from common ule.— 
And'men.on difcovering what’ appears to them from the bi- 
ble‘to be the mind of God, as to do€trines, or duties ; fhould 


believe, and prattice accordingly, or elfe they offend him; 
| A4 | for 
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for whatever is not. of faith is fin, and they alfo otherwife, 
mutt be hypocrites in religion, Nor has any one man a right 


to impofe his creed, as a {tandard for anather’s religious fen 
timents or practice. 


Twothings, among others, feem to have been ae by 
the infpired writes in the bible; (viz.) keeping men from fin, 
and keeping penitent finners from defpair. Pf. Ixxxv. 8, 
john viii, 11. 1 John ii. 1, and thefe two things, the Minifters. 
of the word, fhould alfo aim at. The conformity of our powe:s, 
in their operations, to the reveeled will of God, is both man’s 
duty, and happinefs.—Andto hope in God’s mercy,as it isex- 
ercifed-in Chrift towards loft finners,is both pleafing to God, 
and is the beft antidote againft defpair.--Sinning is againft 
God's law, and defpairing is again{t his gofpel. Chrift is a 
Saviour both fiom fin, and from hell; for, fuch virtues from 
his fufferings flow, at once to cleanfe and pardon too.—The 
death of Chrift is the greateft proof both, that the evil of fin 
is exceeding great, ool that the mercy of God is alfo exceed- 
ing great. Let us therefore cften fit down in contemplation 
under the crofs of Chrift, and there get out of love with fin, 
aad lofe the fear of hell. 


_. Looking to Chrift is confidered in {cripture as a moft ne- 
ceflary st important part of religion, and as fuch, weearneft- 
ly. recommend it to your ftudy and praétice. And may you 

‘earn from’ the word and Spirit of Chrift, what it means ; 
and be enabled to attend to it, while running the race which 
is fet before you.—Meditation, as an a& of devotion, is fup- 
poled to be a defigned and fixed emp!oyment of the thoughts 
on fome religious fubje&t, in order to improve the mind, and 
raife it to God.—And when Chritt is defignedly the fubje& of 
meditation, as he is defcribed tm the word, much of what is 
meant by, looking to Chrift, is then done, And experience 
proves, that it is ufually while a perfon is conicientivufly en- 

gaged:1n this exercife, that the Spirit. takes of the things 

. of Chrift and fhows them to the foul, to its refrefhing im- 
provement. There is no obje& fo fuitable, relieving, and fa- 
tisfying, to a diftrefied inner, as the Lord Jefus Chrift, when 
he is viewed by faith, as heid forth in the divine word. The 
holy {criptures abundantly teftify of Chrift as an obje& of 
adoration, a fource of falvation, and an example of imitation, 

And the Lord jefus Chrift invites perifhing (inners, from all 
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(9) 
the ends of the earth, to look to him the antitype of the bras 
zen ferpent, as the only way of having health and cure. And 
it is juft matter cf lamentation, that this exercife, fo univers 
fally and infinitely interefting, is fo feldom, and fo fuperfi- 
cially. attended to by us. . | 


This a& of looking to Chrift is beautifully reprefented by 
that excellent clergyman of the church of England, Mr, 
Hervey, in his meditations; and with which, as what has 
been often made ufeful, we fhall enrich our prefent Letter, 


“ In every enjoyment, O thou watchful chriftian, look 


unto Jefus ; .receive it as proceeding from his love, and pur- 
chafed by his agonies.—In every tribulation look unto Jefus; 
mark his gracious hand, managing the fcourge, or mingling 
the bittcr cup; attempering it toa proper degree of feverity ; 
adjufting the time of its continuance; and ready to make 
thefe feeming difafters produ€tive of real good.—In eve 

infirmity and failing, look unto Jefus, thy merciful Hig 

Prieft ; pleading his atoning blood, and making interceffion 
for tranfgreflors.—In eyery prayer look unto Jefus, thy 
prevailing advocate; recommending thy devotions, and 
“ bearing the iniquity of thy holy things.”—In every tempe 
tation look unto Jefus, the author of thy ftrength and ca 

tain of thy falvation; who alone is able to lift up the hands 
which hang down, to invigorate the enfeebled knees, anid 
make thee more than conqueror, over all thy enemies — 
But efpecially when the hour of thy departure approaches ; 
‘when “ thy flefh and thy heart fail ;” when all the fprings 
of life are 1rreparably breaking; then look unto Jefus wit 

abelieving eye. Like expiring Stephen, behold him ftanding 
at the right hand of God, on pete to fuccour his people, 
in this their laft extremity. Yes my chriftian friend, when 
thy journey through life is finifhed and thou art arrived on 
the very verge of mortality; when thou art juft launching 
out into the invifible world, and all before thee is vaft eter. 
nity. Then, O then, be fure to look fteadfaftly unto “Jefus, 
6 fee by faith the Lord’s Chrift.’. View Him as the only 
way to the everlafting manfions; as the only door to: the 


abodes of blifs,” 


~~ As Britith fubjeéts, arid members of the community, we 
think it our duty, and feel it to be our inclination, to ob- 
ferve 
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fervein ourfelvés, and to recommend to others. unfeigned 
loyalty to the King, and a firm attachment to the Britith 


; : Religion, which is fuppofed to be, “ fuch a fenfe of God 
ij ugon the mind, as excites a fupreme care to pleafe him.” 

always excites in the fubjeé of, it a concorritant care to dif. 
} charge the duties due to fellow men, to render to Cexfar the 
} AM the things that are Czfar’s, as well as render to God the 
things that are God’s. Religious perfons, therefore, will be 
fome of the beft members of civil fociety, | 


‘When nations aré at war, and the hoft goeth forth againft 
the enemy, it fhould then be. the fpecial endeavour of thofe 
who remain at home. to keep themfelves from every wick- 
ed thing. Deut. xxili. 9.—Affliétive Providences call us to 
a reformation of manner. Natural evil fhould keep us from 
moratevil. and the evil efeéts of fin fhould keep us fiom the 


évil a@ of fin. 


_ In thefe times, of extraordinary expence, it particularly 
becomes the profeffors of religion to look well to their tem- 
poral «ffairs ; left they difgrace their profeffion, and reduce 
themfelves to a ftate of poverty ; for poverty is a temptation 
to difhonefty, Prov. xxx. 9.--Diligence and frugality, in 
this matter, are of great importance.—Without diligence, 
frugality can have but little about which to af&; and with- 
‘out frugality, diligence will be in vain; but operating to- 
gether, they will produce very beneficial effe€ts. Of an un- 
toward animal, belonging to a Very ufeful {pecies, this com- 
plaint has fometimes been made, “ She gives a good pail of 
milk but afterwards kicks it down.” Diligence, like fuch 
a.ufeful animal, fills the pail; but extravagance, like an 
untoward one, kicks it down, 


_ For a more extenfive reprefentation of the duties we owe 
to.God, to ourfelves and to our fellow creatures; we refer 
you, firft to the Bible, and then to our former letters, efpe- 
cially that of the laft year.—Some of the letters you have 
received on thofe occafions, were written by our dear de- 
parted Brethren, whofe lips and hands are now mouldered 
to duft; but by your looking over again the letters they 
wrote, they will,-though dead, yet {peak again to you.— 
And the recolief&tion that we fhall no more fee the faces of _ 

| our 
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our departed friends upon earth, has fometimes a tendency 


to increafe our regard for their laft letters, and dying advice, 
For our bleffings brighten as they take their flight. 

Some of us have drawn up the annual letters to the 
Churches, more than thirty years ago; but our number is 
{mall ; and the number of thofe, whom we then addreffed, 
is now very fmall in the Churches, Death hath fealed up 
the hands of moft of the writers, and clofed the eyes of mo 
of the firft teaders of thefe letters ; as well as emptied the 
pulpits, and pews, in moft of our places of worfhip.—Theé 
writer and readers of this letter will probably foon clofe 
their correfpondence in this world. “May a better corref- 
pondence be opened between them in a better world !—May 
our next meeting be either in heaven or fomewhat nearer to 
it. ‘So pray your affe€tionate Brethren, in the bonds of 
the gofpel. 


Signed by Order of the Affociation,* 


JOHN RYLAND. 
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BREVIATES. 


. Many of the Minifters having reached Salifoury on Tuef.- 
day evening. May 29, a meeting was held at the Independ- 
ent Meeting-Houle, where Krother Fhnt prayed, and Bro. 
ther Taylor of Calne preached from Heb, xiii. 25. * Grace 
be with you all.” Brother Sharp clofed in prayer. 

Wednefday III. Brother Ward, who is foon to be ordain- 
ed Paftor of the Church at Mclkfham, began in prayer ; after 
which the Preliminaries were read, which had been reviled 
at the defire of the Aflociation, who approved of the flight 
alterations that had been made in them, and ordered them to 
be printed, at the end of this year’s Letter. Brother Ryland 
being chofen Moderator, the Letters from the Churches 
were read, and Minutes taken of their contents; Brother 
Price of Yeovil clofed the fervice. eee | 

VII. The Rev. Mr. Kingsbury, Paftor of the Independent 
Church at Southampton. Laing prefent, (as were feveral 
othersiof our Paedo-Baptift Brethren,) he began the lervice 
in prayer. and Hiothér Porter, of Bath, preached from Ifa, 
. iv. 5. “ The Lord will create upon every dwelling-place 
of Mount Zion, and upon ‘il her Afllemblies a cloud, and 
fmoke by day, and the fhining of a flaming fire by night: 
for upon all the glory fhall be a defence.” Brother S:rad- 
ling, of Li mington, concluded. 

Thuriday VI, Met for prayer; the following Brethren 
engaged, Brother Holmes, of Devizes; Brother Rowclif, of 
Seuthampion ; Brother Cox, of Horfington, and Brother Mur- 
fal, of Lymington. We then received the money for the Af 
fociation fund, and diftributed it; partly for the fupport of 
aged and infirm Minifters, and chiefly to encourage village 

reaching. | 

X4 Brother Cherry prayed, Brother Ryland preached from 
Mat. iv. * On thefe twe Commandments hang all the Law, 
and the Prophets.” Brother Kingdon then read the Letter, 
and clofed the fervice in prayer. : 

Hrother Horfy, of Port/mouth, prayed, Brother Fran- 
cis, preached, fiom Prov.iv. 7. ‘* Wifdom is the principal 
thing.” After he had prayed. and difmiffed the Congrega- 
tion, the Members of the Affociation ftopped for buisiels. 
Voted the printing of the Letter, which the Moderator was 
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defired to fign on the behalf of the Affociation : and ordered 
thé Preliminaries, as now cérrefted, to be added at the end 
of the Letter. 

Refoived to hold the next Affociation at the Meeting in” 
the Puhay, Briftol, On the Wednefday and Thurlday ia 
Whitlunweek.. Brother Kin and Brother Birt to me iy 
in cafe of failure Brother Sa vy and Brother Redding, Bro- 
ther Steadman to draw up next year’s Lettér, 

Refolved to recommend the cafe of our poor Brethren at 
nz flaniey, whofe very old Meeting-Houfe bad become quite 
‘dangerous; and who are unable to defray the expence of their 
“new Building without the kind affiftance of their friends, 

' Determined alfo to‘recommend earneft prayer on account 
of the State of the Nation, that we may be kept fiom the 
“devouring {wo:d ourfelves, and that all contending nations 
‘may bedifpofed to amequitable peace. As the firft Monday 
‘in every month is peculiarly appropriated’ to prayer for the 
‘Church, and the propagation of the Gofpel, at home, and 
‘abroad ; we advife ‘our Brethren, whesever it may not be 
found inconvenient through’ local obttacles, to- blerve the 
‘third Monday in eachmonth as a time for united prayer, for 
‘the of our civil and religious and 
ble ing. on our Kin agen Country. 

The bufinefs of the Affociation being ended, the Mode. 
‘tator olofed in prayer. 

VII, Ev. Biother Steadman, who is on the point of ree 
‘moving to Plymouth- Dock, to be Co-Pattor with her Birt, 

‘prayed, and’ Brother Sharp, of preached from Malachi 

i. Prove me now faith Lord of Hotts, 


State of the Churches laf Affociation. 
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Copy of the PRELIMINARIES, annually read, at the 
Meeting of the, Welterp Affociation of Barrist 


a HAT the Members of this Affociation, agreeing with 
: , all true Proteftants, in acknowledging the word. of 
God, contained in the. fcriptures of the. old and.new tefta- 
gent, asthe only rule of faith and ;,and renounc- 
ang all,shuman authority, in our religious coricerns,; do, ne- 
werthelels, voluntarily, unite together, as perfons who undes- 
ftand the facred oracles, in;nearly the fame. fenfe, and who 
agree in opinion; with one another, not,enly concerning. the 
ordinance of Baptifm, butalfo refpedting the. do@rines of Sal-_ 
mation by grace;through a Redeemer, and other truths pre- 
fuppofed therein, or confequent upon which we beheve 
to be.judicioufly.and {cripturally flated,. in the confeffion of 
faith, put forth.by the Elders and Brethremof our, denomi- 
nation, who met, in the city of Londons in the year 1689); 
that every affociating church do in)theitilet- 
ter, every year, exprels their approbation of the fame. 


2 That-we difclaim, all manner of fuperiority or.{uperim 
tendency, over the, churches, and acknowledge that we 
‘No-authority or powes to prefcribe er:impofe any, thing 

the faith or praftice of any.of the churchesof 
whole intention is to be helpers together of one another, by 


way of counfel.and.advicey of that 
rfe& rule which our Lord Chrift, the only and beft 


ope of oursfouls, ‘hath... al preferibed ‘gndigiven in his 
word. . 


. ‘We propofe therefore, at our-annual affembliesy f> ma- 
nifelt our brotherly love, by unitinginmfolenjn worfhip, and 
fervent.praper-for each other in particular, as.well as for the 
church of Chrift at ae and to communicate to each other 
the knowledge Of Sur {pifitual Rate, that we/may fympathize 

other 


with One if otcafiofi lend’ 
affiftarice in’ any difficulty, that may im the relpettive 
thus affociated. 
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4. It is expefted that every church fhould fend a letter to 
the Affociation at their yearly Meeting; and if convenient a 
Meffenger ‘or Meflengers, who fhall be named in the letter, 
as deputed from the church to which they belong’; nor fhall 
any perfan. be permitted to. yote in our aifemblies. who. is mot 
thus recommended, nor even to {peak or give his opinion on 
any queftion, unlefs\by general confent, 
‘’ g. ‘That to preventiall interruption and difcord in debates, 
every ,perfonthalk and up: when he fpeaks, dire&ing his 
{peeth' to the Moderator, (who thall have been, fir ft chofen 
by the Affembly,) and no other perfon fhall {peak tillithe 
 6,.That no queftion, propofed by any church, fhall be 
confidered inthib Aflembly. is manifeft a cale 
‘ 9, That if any particular offence fhould arife between. one - 
church and.another, or’ any particular’ perfon. and anothet, 
ho fuch offericé be'admitted to. be dehated among us, till 
the rule Chrift has given us in that matter fhall have béth 
firft obferved, and both parties fhall unite in afking the opi- 
nion of the ‘Afflembl} on the fubject. 
8, Ut is.agveed, :that no letter fhall be received frompti- - 
wate perions, without the unanimous confent of the 


That whatfoeyer is determined by usin any cafe, thall 
‘not be binding.on. any.onechurch, unlefs the confent of that 


church was firlt given to leave the affair toour determination. 


** 10. "Phat" all things we offer by way of counfel and advice, 
fhall be Proves of the word. of God, and; have the fcrip- 
tures annexed. 72 


Lond. ‘Phat'the Breviates of the Affociation fhall be annexed 
to,the circular Leucr, and femt to all the churches, 


Whereas it has been the conftant prattice of the Bapti% 
Churches, to receive members from orherchurches of the 
1ofeffion, by letters of recommendation, or what is equiva- 
ent .thereto.,, we judge the obfervance of this rule to be beau- 
tiful and agreeable to. gofpel order, and engage to att towards 
each other ante erable to thisimethod, 
ge: Phatathefe Preliminaries be read'at every A flociation, 
and that all the churches have copies of them, to which they 
may refer upon occafion, 
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_ lbethas now added a far more copious one’ of Scriptures, and another 


( 


Predeflination calmly confidered, on the principles of Reafon, in.Confiteney 

fa Nature “of Things and the Scripwres of Truth... In a Series of 

‘Lettersto a’Friend. By W. Tuckes, of Chard. 


Séld' ia London by Button ard Bacster; at Briftol, by Bicéé, de. 
Shortly will. be publifted,. prite 6d. 


~~ The Chriftian'’s ViFtory over Death ; a Sermon occafioned by the deceafe of 


Mis. Elizabeth Saffery, wife of Mr. Saffery, Paftor of the Bapritt 
burch in the City of New Sarum, who died May a2 798 aged vears. 
"By William Steadman. ‘To which is added, the Addrels delivered at the 
(Taterment Mr. ddams, Pattor of the Independent Church in the 
Printed:end fold by J. Hoasnzy at Port/ea, and foldby’W. Burron, 


In confequence of the numerous Errors which have crept into almoft all 
the late Editions of Dr. Warts’s Plalms and.Hymus, Dr. Rippon, of 
elhaadon, has occafiosally for feveral years beem endeavouring to reflore a 


corrett reading of this invaluable work. by carefully collating the olde& 
‘aod beft imipreffions of it, And asthe former Indexes were ver potePives 


Subjects. | | 
Edition of Dr, Warts’s Pfalms and 

He is alla going to print another Edition of the fame work file from 
évoumbrance of firlt, fecond and third Book; ind which. he 


@ ibe Hymns aod much M which j 

arranged avails ii {elf not only of the Reading 

land ealarged Indexes mentioned above, but alfo of the additidnal Hymns 


Antrodueed, of late ycats, co fill up the vacant Numbeces which ‘were 


this Impreffion may not fét alide any Book ofa farmer Edition, 
it will be printed with double numbers to cach Hyma, aud ‘Pfaim, ac- 
@arding to the following Exathple. 


(167 Hymn of the ed Book) 
By this Method she Minifter; or the Clerk, may give aytieither the old 


mber or the new. 
. _ The price of che common copies of this Edition. good paper. and a bold 
Letter, will not exceed gs. Coltly paper, in gs. 6d. incalf 
IN. B, All the profits, drifing from thefe three forts, fhall be applied to theencou- 
Vagement of village-preaching, among the different denominations of Chi fianj, 
ahd'te mistiflers of a /mail income. ~ mail 
A very Edition of Dr, Watts’s Pfalms and Hymns, 
¢ Another.impreffign ofthe arranged Edition will be printed with a {mall 
Clear Letter, oma peculiarly | beautifgl: paper, with an elegant - Front {piece 
newly deligned —N. B. This Edition, not half fo thick as either Pa/ham’s or 


will be the thinne? ever printad. Price if 6s. in Calf, 


. in Merrocco of atly Color. 
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